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PRESENTS MICHAEL SHIRTZ’S JAZZ @ 8
“BLUE SKIES”
Shirtz Sings
Irving Berlin”
Fri., Mar. 18th at
8 PM in the
State Room at
the Sandusky
State Theatre.
The Michael Shirtz Quartet showcases the
standards of the Great Irving Berlin
Songbook. Michael takes a walk down
memory lane with the musical compositions
of the legendary American composer. Learn
how Berlin’s music transformed the
landscape of Broadway, Hollywood, and
who’s legacy remains at the top of the
American music scene. Enjoy MSQ’s
versions of such songs as Blue Skies, Puttin’
on the Ritz, What’ll I Do, I Love A Piano,
Steppin’ Out with My Baby, and so many
more!
JAZZ @ 8 is a great jazz series that
provides interaction between audience
members and the musicians, educational
materials and information about the musical
themes of the evening shows, and continued
performance opportunities for student music
groups and young starting artists to open for
the main acts. Focused in a true club setting,
this series highlights the world of artistic
creativity. Audiences can buy tickets or
reserve tables with seating for 6-8.
New to Jazz @ 8 is the opportunity to
purchase bottles of Firelands Winery wine
for $18 at your table with 4 glasses. Snack
trays of crackers, cheese and sausages will
also be available for $5.
Jazz @ 8 is an OCM Production.

at the

Sandusky State Theatre

March
2016
April 2015
Ten Strings & A Goat Skin
CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK’S DAY

GATEWAY CLEANUP & DUMP DAY

Mockingbird Cont’d. from page 3

As Sharon Barnes proclaimed, “we have
guests coming and we need to get our
house ready!”
Tourist will soon be returning to Cedar Point
and Sandusky. Let’s welcome them by
doing our part to spruce up our city,
neighborhoods and homes. Let’s let our
guests know there is a new Sandusky. It all
starts with taking pride in how our city looks.
Three events are planned for the month of
April building on last fall’s cleanup. Citizen,
civic and corporate participation will
determine the impact these events will have
on our city.
OPENING DAY - APRIL14TH
GATEWAY CLEAN-UP - APRIL 23RD
DUMP DAY - APRIL 30TH
For further details visit sanduskystate.com

director Robert Mulligan, with a
screenplay by Horton Foote. Since 1990,
a play based on the novel has been
performed annually in Harper Lee's
hometown of Monroeville, Alabama.
To Kill a Mockingbird was Lee's only
published book until Go Set a Watchman,
an earlier draft of To Kill a Mockingbird,
was published on July 14, 2015. Lee
continued to respond to her work's impact
until her death in February 2016, although
she had refused any personal publicity for
herself or the novel since 1964.

Worlds collide on the Sandusky State
Theatre stage on Wed., Mar. 16, at 7PM,
thanks to our sponsors, the Brady Family.
They are thrilled to be able to help support
the music scene in Sandusky and bring a
new up and coming band making the
international circuit to the area. The
evening is bookmarked with a Celtic
Themed dinner available at JBistro with a
ticket purchase, or you can get the show
separate, we also have dancing in the pitt,
so get your clogging shoes on! And the
reviews are in, “A seamless, polished,
barrel-drum-tight, rhythmically innovative
and wildly entertaining traditional music
powerhouse.” ( The Guardian-2014)
Members of Ten Strings And A Goat Skin,
a bilingual band hailing from Prince
Edward Island Canada, recent winners of
the 2015 East Coast Music Association’s
award for World Music Recording of the
Year, multiple nominees for the 2013
Canadian Folk Music Awards, East Coast
Music Awards and Music PEI Awards, are
having the time of their lives as a trad/folk/
fusion trio. Weaving the music of the Irish,
Acadian, Francophone and Maritime
cultures and their original creations with
modern and world rhythms, Ten Strings
And A Goat Skin have created a fiery,
contagious and unique sound that has
them in demand and touring extensively

Throughout Canada, the United States
and Europe.
Industry heavyweights have referenced
the group’s rare musicality that belies
the musicians young ages. With Caleb
Gallant, 18 years, as percussionist,
Rowen, violinist, and Jesse, guitarist,
at aged 20, the lads are pushing
boundaries and reinvigorating timeless
traditional music for the 21st century.
The group’s creativity and unique style
has not gone unnoticed. In a recent
review of the group, London England’s
“Kreol International Magazine” made
the following observation: “One of the
greatest features of the music industry
is the ability for any band from any
corner of the globe to achieve
widespread notoriety and success. No
matter where a band comes from or
what kind of music it performs, it is
possible for the band to garner attention
and gain fans from across the globe.
What makes music even more special
is the ability for particular groups to
succeed while defining their own genre.
In a way Ten Strings And A Goat Skin
is the perfect example.”A recent Trad
Magazine France feature article (issue
157 Sept/Oct 2014) on the group
called them “Une Vent Frais et
Novateur de Ille de Prince Eduard”. [ A
Fresh And Innovative Wind From
Prince Edward Island]

Jesse, Rowen and Caleb highly respect the
traditions of the music they play but are
riding the wave that is redefining the roots of
that music. Their original material maintains
solid traditional elements but explores rich
world flavours and textures. The results
have been described as intoxicating and
refreshing and recently, a music industry
professional, directed to see the group,
stated the sentiment, “I don’t like Trad but I
love this!”
By both French and English audiences, the
trio is humbled by the huge reaction they
have received towards their music. They
just as easily connect with the indie music
crowd as they do with the traditionalist
and notably, their fan base carries no age
barrier so including children to seniors and
those in between. A recent article in Marque
Wire Magazine from Milwaukee, Wisconsin
reviewed the boys performance at
Summerfest (the biggest music festival in
the world) saying that while groups like
Bruno Mars and Motley Crue were amazing,
other smaller acts like Ten Strings And A
Goat Skin (referred to as “a gem”) were
every bit as good.
All three band members are proudly
Canadian by birth but their roots stretch
across the globe. Rowan and Caleb are
natives of Prince Edward Island on
Canada’s eastern coastline. Their root’s
encompass Acadian, Irish, Scottish, and
English heritage and were
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fortunate to grow up in a time of French/
Acadien cultural/language
resurgence. Jesse grew up on Prince
Edward Island but was born in Canada’s
only remaining French province, Quebec,
and so grew up in a bilingual home with a
French education. The members of Ten
Strings And A Goat Skin believe their
cultural backgrounds has allowed them to
appeal to a wider range of music lovers.
From humble beginnings came the music
of Ten Strings And A Goat Skin with a first
performance at a community fundraiser to
paint the local parish church in Rustico,
PEI. Not having a band name to introduce
the boys, a family friend took stock of the
instruments and suggested the name that
has served them well. They’ve never
looked back and the church got painted.
The year of 2014 has seen the group
perform at major Canadian and
International festivals and theatres as well
as many wonderful smaller venues. They
have had the privilege, in a very short
music career, to perform in some of the
worlds premiere festivals including Festival
Interceltique de L’orient (France), which
included stadium shows to over 75,000
people, the Philadelphia Folk Festival,
considered the Granddaddy of folk
festivals , Festival International de
Lafayette, Rythym and Roots Festival,
Winterlude (Ottawa), Artsplosure,
Raleigh, and Summerfest (Milwaukee.) In
addition to live shows, the group has
recently performed in television and radio
productions. In September 2014 a new
Canadian national television production
“Balade a Toronto”, which highlights rising
stars in Canadian Music, featured its
premier show with Ten Strings And A Goat
Skin, they were presented on TV5 France
to an audience of 4 million as part of the
Festival Interceltique de L’orient and In
addition, they were featured on the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC)
nationally televised Canada Day
show. The trio has enjoyed numerous
interviews on radio, locally, nationally and

internationally.With it’s latest album,
“Corbeau”, Ten Strings And A Goat Skin
has received wonderful reviews and
multiple award nominations. A UK
FolkWorld music review states, “Corbeau is
one of the top trad albums of 2013. Fetch a
copy”, and suggest that the group relates to
the British Group Lau or the Irish American
Group Solas. Trad Magazine (France) has
been hugely complimentary. In addition,
the groups album has been listed on
numerous top ten folk album list at year end
2013.
The opportunities presented to the trio have
been tremendous. They have been
fortunate and their hard work and
commitment to the music is being noted all
over. Playing such prestigious festivals as
the Philadelphia Folk Festival is very
exciting and the venues have been very
generous . A comment from a senior
industry player serves as a testament to
what the group has been able to achieve in
short order. “Several of our programming
committee saw Ten Strings And A Goat
Skin at various Canadian events in the last
year. We agreed, unanimously, that they
represented the best of the contemporary/
traditional Celtic music, and booked them
for our 2014 Festival.” Jesse Lundy – Point
Entertainment, co-artistic director
Philadelphia Folk Festival.
The group, Ten Strings And A Goat Skin,
who are as happy at a local irish session or
fiddle camp as they are on a main stage,
are very excited about the future and their
music. The spirit of the tradition is in good
hands with Ten Strings And A Goat Skin.
You get check out their videos at
tenstringsandagoatskin.com, YouTube,
Facebook and Twitter.
The show is Tues., Mar. 16th at 7PM,
tickets are $23 for the Show and $43 for a
pre-show dinner at J Bistro and the Show.
Entrée options: Guinness Stew with Brown
Bread or Corned Beef & Cabbage. (Does
not include alcohol & tax)
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TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD – SCREENING IN
HONOR OF HARPER LEE
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At age 89, esteemed novelist Harper
Lee has died. The news was confirmed by
the mayor's office in her hometown of
Monroeville, Ala. She passed away Feb. 19
at her home. Lee’s death comes shortly
after the release of her second book this
past summer, Go Set A Watchmen. The
book provided another in-depth look into the
lives of beloved characters from her first
best seller, To Kill A Mockingbird. Both
novels sparked intense interest and debate
across the country. The novelist was
famous for refusing interviews and
appearances for the majority of her life. Lee
very seldom spoke publicly, giving only one
in-depth interview in the 1960s. Here’s a
roundup of some of the well known lines
from the movie.
“Until I feared I would lose it, I never
loved to read. One does not love
breathing.”
“Real courage is when you know you're
licked before you begin, but you begin
anyway and see it through no matter
what.”
“Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you
can hit 'em, but remember it's a sin to kill
a mockingbird.”

“The one thing that doesn't abide by
majority rule is a person's conscience.”

STAND UP COMEDY THAT STICKS!

“People generally see what they look for
and hear what they listen for.”
To Kill a Mockingbird is a novel by Harper
Lee published in 1960. It was immediately
successful, winning the Pulitzer Prize, and
has become a classic of modern American
literature. The plot and characters are loosely
based on the author's observations of her
family and neighbors, as well as on an event
that occurred near her hometown in 1936,
when she was 10 years old.

The Sandusky State Theatre will have a
screening of the movie by Harper Lee, To
Kill a Mockingbird on Fri., Feb. 26 at 7 PM
in honor of Harper Lee. The screening is by
a $5 donation at the door to go toward the
operations of the Theatre. The bar will be
open and available.
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The novel is renowned for its warmth and
humor, despite dealing with the serious
issues of rape and racial inequality. The
narrator's father, Atticus Finch, has served as
a moral hero for many readers and as a
model of integrity for lawyers. One critic
explains the novel's impact by writing, "In the
twentieth century, To Kill a Mockingbird is
probably the most widely read book dealing
with race in America, and its protagonist,
Atticus Finch, the most enduring fictional
image of racial heroism."[1]
As a Southern Gothic novel and
a Bildungsroman, the primary themes of To
Kill a Mockingbird involve racial injustice and
the destruction of innocence. Scholars have
noted that Lee also addresses issues of
class, courage, compassion, and gender
roles in the American Deep South. The book
is widely taught in schools in the United
States with lessons that emphasize tolerance
and decry prejudice. Despite its themes, To
Kill a Mockingbird has been subject to
campaigns for removal from public
classrooms, often challenged for its use of
racial epithets.
Reaction to the novel varied widely upon
publication. Literary analysis of it is sparse,
considering the number of copies sold and its
widespread use in education. Author Mary
McDonough Murphy, who collected individual
impressions of To Kill a Mockingbird by
several authors and public figures, calls the
book, "an astonishing phenomenon".[2] In
2006, British librarians ranked the book
ahead of the Bible as one "every adult should
read before they die".[3] It was adapted
into an Oscar-winning film in 1962 by
Cont’d. Pg. 4

SINGER/SONGWRITER LOUNGE
PRESENTS AJ & THE WOODS

AJ & The Woods is an alternative band from
Cleveland, Ohio. Consisting of Alison Tomin
and Joshua Allen Collins, their unique sound
blends folk, rock, and blues. Striking vocals
mix with intricate guitar melodies that take
you on a ride from sweet and melancholy to
passionate intensity reminiscent of early
delta blues. Established in January of 2015,
they have already generated a following with
performances in Cleveland and surrounding
areas. Alison is a polished singer/songwriter
with notable performances at Cleveland
Chop and the Speakeasy in Ohio City. She
released her first solo EP in the Fall of
2014 with Cleveland-based 13 Recordings.
Josh is an accomplished touring musician
who has been performing and writing music
for over the past 20 years. His latest tour
took him throughout the southeastern US.
You can check out their music and videos at
ajandthewoods.com, Facebook and
Instagram. They also have their own
YouTube channel.

Fri., Mar. 4, at 8
PM the stand Up
comedy for March
features Tracy
Schroeder. Tracy
has been doing comedy for twelve years
and couldn’t imagine doing anything else
because frankly she has no other skills
and lacks motivation to get a real job. Her
sharp wit and whimsical ability to see
what’s wrong with the world has not only
made her a great comic but has also cost
her every human relationship she’s ever
had. (That’s why she prefers hamsters
over humans).
The Headliner is The Fryman. His rapid
fire machine gun style of comedy is
guaranteed to leave you wiping your eyes
and leaving the show with your face in pain
from laughter. Whether he’s talking about
his years of partying experience or run ins
with the police or his bad luck with women
or his time spent in the marines, his show
is set up to do one thing, entertain and
make you laugh.
The Fryman is a twenty-two year veteran
of the stage and is also a national
recording artist with Laughing Hyena
Records. He’s appeared on NBC and is
also one of the white guys to appear on
BET’s Comicview. He’s done three military
comedy tours overseas for our troops and
is a former marine.
He recently signed with Carnival Cruise
lines and originally hails from Keflavik
Iceland, but now chills in St. Louis, MO
where he started telling jokes in the first
grade.
Please remember that all seats for
reserved tables will be released 10
minutes before the show begins. We
never sell more than the capacity of the
theatre. We ask that patrons please do
not leave vacant seats at their table, and if
you see people looking for seats, let them
know if you have a spare, or can make
room at your table for a few more guests…
comedy is best, when it is shared!
Mature Audience ~ Limited Seating

